
The new RGU branding “System”

We propose to provide:

• the formal crest with full text sans serif logotype (Gordon Bold) in a fi xed layout. 
This does not appear alongside the roundel or any version of the informal branding.

• abbreviated name supported by a roundel which will act as an endorsement. Full colour or monochrome.

• a system of combining school names with the Robert Gordon University using the bespoke typeface. 
With or without a roundel. Single colour selected from an approved palette (positive or negative).

• a consistent full-text logotype to endorse departments, business units and services, 
using the bespoke typeface Gordon bold. With or without roundel.

RGU

RGU: Virtual Campus
the robert gordon University

RGU: credo
the robert gordon University

aberdeen business school
the robert gordon University

School of computing
the robert gordon University

If in doubt please contact Corporate Affairs or The Gatehouse - design & print consultancy for guidance.
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WHAT
DO I DO
NEXT?

COME TO THE RGU OPEN DAY

The RGU Open Day provides prospective
students with the best opportunity to find 
out more about studying Fine Art at RGU.
Throughout the day you will have the
opportunity to meet students and staff 
currently at Gray’s School of Art, as well 
as attending mini-lectures, taking part in
activities and touring the facilities.

The RGU Open Day 2004 takes place on
Wednesday the 6th of October, from 9.00am 
until 3.00pm. 

For further information phone 01224 262207 
or visit: www.rgu.ac.uk/openday

ASK US QUESTIONS...

If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact us:

Gray’s School of Art
The Robert Gordon University
Garthdee Road
Aberdeen
AB10 7QD

T: 01224 262728

NOW WHAT?

To find out more about RGU you can visit our
website at www.rgu.ac.uk or you can contact our
Student Admissions advisers on 01224 262728.

If you cannot make it to the RGU Open Day, 
why not arrange an individual visit? You can
come and visit RGU, meet the academic staff
and current students and experience the first-
class facilities on offer by contacting us on 
01224 262207 or visit@rgu.ac.uk. We can put
together a tailor-made package for you so that
you can get the most out of your visit to RGU.

HOW TO APPLY

You should apply through UCAS (Universities 
and Colleges Admissions System) for admission
to most full-time and sandwich first degrees. 
If you are applying from the UK or European
Union (EU), whatever your nationality, you
should submit your application form between
September and mid-January. We will, however,
still be happy to consider all applications
received at UCAS before the end of June. 
After this date your application will be held 
for ‘Clearing’.

If you are applying from outside the UK or EU,
whatever your nationality, you can apply at any
time between September and the end of June.
Give yourself the best chance – apply as early 
as possible. You can only submit one UCAS
application form in each year’s application cycle.

The institution code name is RGU and the
institution code is R36. 

Applications to part-time courses should be
made directly to the University. Paper application
forms are available from Student Admissions, 
or alternatively, you can apply online at
www.rgu.ac.uk/applyonline.

The UCAS website at www.ucas.com contains 
all the information you need about applying 
to university.

www.rgu.ac.uk

FINE ART

UNDERGRADUATE COURSE INFORMATION
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IN THE HIGHLY PRESTIGIOUS ROYAL
SCOTTISH ACADEMY STUDENT AWARDS IN
2004, OUR STUDENTS WON MORE PRIZES
THAN THOSE FROM ANY OTHER ART SCHOOL
IN SCOTLAND. INDEED, THEY WON THE
MAJORITY OF ALL PRIZES AWARDED. OUR
STUDENTS ALSO SECURED MORE OF THE RSA
JOHN KINROSS SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2004
THAN THOSE OF ANY OTHER ART SCHOOL.

>

prizes awarded. Our students also secured more
of the RSA John Kinross Scholarships in 2004
than those of any other art school. In 2003 a
Gray’s graduate was awarded the coveted Audi
Innovation Award at London’s New Designers
exhibition.

Founded in 1885, Gray’s School
of Art has a significant place 
in the history of art and 
design in Scotland and the UK.
That history provides us with
important values, such as
championing a craft ethos and
sense of quality, but equally it
has given us a long established
mission to face the future and
equip our students to meet the
challenge of change and indeed,
to shape the future.

Our BDes programme provides unique
professionally oriented courses in Digital
Media, Graphic Design and Product Design – 
all supported by enviable technical facilities
that are of professional specification. Our BA
programmes in Design & Craft and Fine Art
includes a new course in Photographic and
Electronic Media that exploits considerable 
staff expertise in this area. 

While we continue to extend our engagement
with new media, we champion and further
develop our ‘traditional’ disciplines. We offer
one of the UK’s last remaining named degree
awards in Printmaking, which gives us a
distinctive international profile. But while this 
is a traditional medium, at Gray’s printmaking
integrates digital with hand processes, and
connects with discourses in contemporary 
fine art practices. This is also common across
Painting, Sculpture, Textiles, 3D Design and
Visual Communications. So we contemporise 
the ‘old media’ and give them a confident 
new relevance.

We believe that an art school must be a connected
community – linking proactively with the

locality and the wider world. This is why many 
of our students across Fine Art and Design
undertake live projects as part of their
educational experience. It is also why we have
one of the UK’s most extensive student
exchange programmes, providing our students
with opportunities to study throughout Europe. 

Our research active staff take part in exhibitions
and conferences throughout the world. All the
School’s studio tutors are active successful
practitioners - a reason perhaps for the students’
high success rates in major competition.
Innovative research, culminating in authored
books and consultancy for the design council
and government departments, has also driven
the School’s pioneering approach to practice-
centred doctoral research in art and design.

We make full use of Aberdeen Airport’s extensive
low cost flight schedule, which ensures that the
Guests at Gray’s programme attracts many
eminent artists and designers to lecture at the
School. Study visits to London, Amsterdam and
Paris for first year students have also been
recently organised, and the annual study trip to
New York City is a popular event for our third
year students.

Gray’s purpose built facilities, with its highly
distinctive architecture, are set in beautiful
parkland on the River Dee, a short distance from
Aberdeen city centre. The Garthdee campus
includes the Norman Foster designed Business
School and a new state-of-the-art Sports Centre.
Aberdeen itself offers rich cultural variety,
including theatre, contemporary dance, music
and varied visual arts within the city’s vibrant
arts scene. It is a cosmopolitan European city
with an enviable range of leisure, recreational
and cultural experiences that make the quality
of life in Aberdeen among the best in the
country. Studies have consistently shown that
Aberdeen is rated as one of the most desirable
cities in the UK in which to live and work.

WHY CHOOSE GRAY’S SCHOOL OF ART?
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> Why choose Gray’s School
of Art?

Creative education is about seeing possibilities,
taking risks, embracing change, knowing quality,
relishing challenge, finding direction, making
values visible and achieving creative and
professional relevance. That is the Gray’s vision.

Gray’s School of Art is a highly challenging 
and stimulating place to develop and refine 
your creative education. It is a School with 
a worldwide reputation for quality and
distinctiveness, based in one of the UK’s 
most forward-thinking universities.

Gray’s is an intimate, collaborative learning
community in which students are tutored by
practicing artists, designers and researchers 
of national and international standing. Ours 
is an educational philosophy that is studio-
based, idea-driven, socially engaged and
professionally focused.

The core skills of art and design are taught with
rigor and attention to detail. Theoretical studies
are interwoven with creative practice, and
students are encouraged to engage with live 

projects, national competitions and other
activities that hone their sense of professional
direction. Our aim is to develop graduates who
can thrive in the creative economy, equipped
with passion and self-confidence.

The University has a UK-wide record for graduate
employment, second only to the University of
Cambridge. Gray’s graduates are successful
artists, designers, craftmakers and professionals
who use their creative education in a range of
fulfilling careers. 

We have a confidence in the quality of education
that we provide, evidenced by highly enviable
staffing levels and position in national league
tables. In The Times Good University Guide 2004,
we are ranked as the second highest performing
Scottish institution in art and design and the
third highest rated art and design school in a
post-1992 University throughout the UK.

But league tables are not the only measure.

In the highly prestigious Royal Scottish Academy
Student Awards in 2004, our students won more
prizes than those from any other art school in
Scotland. Indeed, they won the majority of all

WHY CHOOSE GRAY’S SCHOOL OF ART?

02 FINE ART
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> Painting UCAS E120

The painting course at Gray’s offers a challenging
opportunity to study the techniques and contexts
of traditional and contemporary painting. Drawing
classes and life-drawing also play an important
part in the curriculum; there is a constant dialogue
between taught drawing and studio across all
levels of study. 

Students are given individual studio spaces  from
the beginning of Year 2, and work in a collegiate
and supportive learning environment, given
plenty of opportunity to interact with staff and
peers through group crits and tutorials. Studio
projects in Year 2 are technically demanding,
and designed to equip all students with the
fundamental skills and methods associated 
with the practice of painting. Projects address,
for example, composition, assemblage and 
autobiographical portraiture.

The projects in Year 3 are designed to extend
a student’s aptitude with the traditional forms
and skills acquired in Year 2. These projects 
are all informed by the student’s individual
research into established and evolving
contemporary painting practice. At Year 3,
tutoring is concerned with the development of 
a specific and personal manner of working 
which is to be further explored come Year 4. 
As students progress through the course they
will experience a decreasing level of didactic
teaching and an increasing level of self-
directed research and practice, culminating 
in an Honours year, which allows for a highly
personal and specialised programme of study.

The study programme in Painting offers the
opportunity to learn a wide range of skills and
approaches in an environment that encourages
personal expression and interpretation, as 
well as group activity and discussion. Whatever 
the mode of painting pursued, it is always the
student’s ideas and ambitions which inform 
the nature of the tutorial guidance. Students 
are subsequently able to study and develop
their full creative potential, both critically and
practically, in the context of the contemporary
visual art world. Graduates in Painting from

Gray’s have always enjoyed considerable success
at Masters level at the Slade, Goldsmiths,
Chelsea and the Royal College of Art.

Photographic and 
Electronic Media UCAS EW16

Photographic media (photography, film,
television) have come to be regarded as the
most influential and indispensable media 
forms, affecting society at all levels. It is
difficult to imagine a field of human activity
which has been unaffected by their presence.
Digital and Electronic Media have greatly
developed and expanded this influence and 
any contemporary study of photography would
be incomplete without embracing these new
developments. The Photographic and Electronic
Media course therefore seeks to offer you a
comprehensive educational experience which
fully integrates the use of digital (electronic)
media and allows you to choose any combination
of photographic, digital or time-based 
study routes. 

The structure of Photographic and Electronic
Media is deliberately designed to respond to
your evolving needs whilst also providing the
broad range of professional technical facilities
and the expert instruction necessary to enable
you to develop your creative vision to the
highest possible standards. 

Photographic and Electronic
Media aims to equipyou with the
core skills and aptitude for
employment in a wide variety of
careers in a rapidly changing
creative professional sector.
Career options might include
independent production,
publishing, advertising,
curatorial and archive work,
picture research, film, video
and TV, arts administration,
teaching and community arts
etc. Postgraduate study is 
also available up to PhD level.

PAINTING / PHOTOGRAPHIC AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA
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> BA (Hons) Fine Art

The BA (Hons) programme enables you to
develop, discuss and display your creative and
critical ideas through the diverse practices of
visual art. We have a dynamic and dedicated
staff of artists, curators and writers, all of 
whom are active in their professional fields,
with nationally and internationally recognised
research profiles. We offer courses in the
following Fine Art disciplines:

• Painting
• Photographic and Electronic Media
• Printmaking
• Sculpture

Gray’s School of Art is at the hub of artistic activity
in Aberdeen and the Fine Art Course maintains
close ties with arts organisations in the city 
and beyond; Peacock Visual Arts, artists’ group
Limousine Bull, The Scottish Sculpture Workshop
and Aberdeen Art Gallery provide essential
opportunities for students to enhance their
professional skills. The course itself comprises;
specialist routes in Sculpture, Printmaking,
Photographic & Electronic Media, and Painting. 

After an intensive first year which provides a
broad experience in art and design, students
elect to focus their studies in one of these
specialist routes from second year onwards.
Elective modules allow students to work in the
spaces between these specialisms and also
encourage students to work collaboratively. 
The Drawing Centre at Gray’s, with its traditional
and new media technology, plays a major part 
in Fine Art studies whatever your chosen route.

Fine Art at Gray’s boasts an enviable standard 
of integrated studio and theory, and all students
will participate in lectures, group crits and
seminars to develop their knowledge and critical
understanding of contemporary art and culture –
always in relation to their own studio work.
Visiting artists and lecturers make exciting
contributions across the academic year and
organised visits to exhibitions and international
study trips connect students to the art scenes
in Scotland and abroad.

To study Fine Art at Gray’s is to embark on a rich
and rewarding engagement with the making of
art and the critical understanding of art, in a
collegiate and supportive environment. It is an
inspiring experience which furnishes students
with the kinds of invaluable visual, intellectual,
social and communication skills which prepare
graduates for careers in, for example, education;
the creative industries; arts administration;
local government; curation; and gallery work.
Many of our graduates choose to go on to
further study at Masters and Doctoral level and
each year there are a number of graduates who
are determined and confident enough to carry
on as professional, contemporary visual artists.

If you want an active, engaged and collective
education in visual arts and culture, then a
degree in Fine Art will suit you. At Gray’s we are
proud to have a diverse student population of 
all ages and backgrounds, which provides a great
context for study.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

SQA Higher:
3 passes at Higher including English and Art
GCE A Level:
2 passes at A level including Art & Design
ILC Higher:
3 passes at Higher grade to include English 
and Art
Alternative Qualifications:
Entry to Year 2 and later would be subject to an
interview and the presentation of a portfolio of
work. Accompanying qualifications may include
HNC, HND, BTEC National Diploma, Diploma in
Foundation Studies in Advanced GNVQ, NVQ’s,
Access to Higher Education Programmes,
Advanced Highers and APL. Applications from
mature students are welcome, where working
experience replaces formal qualifications.
Equivalent international qualifications plus
evidence of Proficiency in English for European
and Overseas students will be required.
Portfolio:
All applicants are required to submit a portfolio
of work as evidence of artistic ability and
potential. All suitable applicants may be
interviewed.

BA (HONS) FINE ART / ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

04 FINE ART
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PRINTMAKING

07 FINE ART

PRINTMAKING
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Arts, a large internationally recognised print
workshop and gallery in the centre of Aberdeen,
for a number of years. Live projects, such as
summer placements for students working on
editioning with studio artists, are ongoing and
continue to be developed with Peacock staff.
The Printmaking team has developed links 
with various workshops and courses worldwide,
working closely with innovations in non-toxic
processes with the Printmaking Center in Santa
Fe New Mexico for example. The department 
is well equipped to deal with all traditional
methods of Printmaking procedures. There 
has been a considerable investment in recent 
years to bring new technologies and equipment
to the school. Students are able to work 
with digital tools that include banner printers, 
digital photography, CNC routers, rapid
prototyping, etc, that extends their vocabulary 
of Printmaking possibilities.

After the first year foundation studies, the
programme of study in second year is largely
project based, supported by tutorials, lectures
and seminars. Students are given a series of
projects that provide them with a wide range of
technical, critical and visual skills that are
appropriate to the practice of Fine Art. These
projects introduce students to traditional
printmaking methods, such as etching, 

lithography, screenprint, relief etc. but also 
new technologies such as digital print outputs 
to encourage using Printmaking in as broad 
a context as possible. The aim is to provide
students with enough choice so as to be able 
to make value judgements about where their
own particular interests lie. Projects are also
designed to help students gain a greater
understanding of developing ideas and an
enhanced awareness of design, composition,
colour, etc.

In the third year the course is less project
based, and more experimental and self directed.
Students are encouraged to broaden their vision
and to use Printmaking as diversely as possible
to realise their own ideas. Emphasis is placed 
on a more contemporary context for their work.
By the time of their Honours year, students
should have a clear area of interest and will
begin to develop a body of work that explores
this in depth. The nature of the work is self-
directed and by the end of the second semester
students should have a clear and mature body 
of work suitable for exhibiting at the final
degree assessment.

The course is structured to promote cumulative
integrated learning and is geared towards 
the advancement of ideas, focusing on the
development of creative and conceptual
thinking and critical judgment. Technology and
its intelligent articulation is considered a means
to explore and communicate these ideas rather
than being an end in itself. Central to the 
course philosophy is the belief that interaction,
dialogue, critical reflection and debate are 
key to developing your engagement with, and
understanding of, the contemporary cultural,
social, political and philosophical contexts for
the production, mediation, and consumption 
of art and design.

Following a first year foundation which introduces
students to Photographic and Electronic Media,
the emphasis in the second year is on developing
your understanding of the basic expressive 
and explorative possibilities of Photographic
and Electronic Media through an intensive year 
of projects, technical workshops, seminars,
screenings, lectures, viewings and individual 
tutorials. Semester 1 covers a range of traditional
and digital photographic projects and techniques
whilst Semester 2 concentrates on time-based
imaging (digital video and audio).

During the third year you begin to work with
greater independence, underpinned by a strong
theoretical grounding and understanding of
contemporary visual practice. Projects continue
to develop concerns specific to the area of
Photographic and Electronic Media and to offer
new opportunities of exploration, authorship
and distribution. In the final Honours year, 
you work through an individually negotiated
programme of study towards an independent
practice, culminating in the presentation of 
a coherent body of work presented as a public
exhibition at the end of the year.

Printmaking UCAS E140

Gray’s School of Art is unique in that it is the only
art school in Scotland that offers Printmaking as
a specialist route through Fine Art. There is still
the opportunity for students to work across the 
disciplines if relevant to their own individual
practice; the Fine Art course Philosophy is
centred on a belief in the value of developing
the personal artistic vision of each student,
through these specialist routes.

There is a long and rich history of Printmaking 
in Scotland, supported by a network of open
access print workshops throughout the country.
We have had strong links with Peacock Visual 
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EXAMPLES OF COURSE WORK
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> Sculpture UCAS E130

For over 30 years the Sculpture course at Gray’s
has embraced a broad definition of sculptural
practice, enabling students to investigate 
a wide range of approaches to contemporary 
fine art, including sculpture, installation, and
performance. These approaches are informed
and enhanced by a diverse range of media,
including photography, video, multi-media,
sound, light and text. Whilst some students
choose to work within the boundaries of
traditional exhibition space and traditional
forms, others explore alternative arenas 
and methods such as site-specific artworks,
community-based projects, collaborative
practice and cultural intervention.

The department is situated in two superb open-
plan studio spaces which enables students
across all years to work alongside each other 
in a vibrant learning environment which
promotes interaction and discussion through 
a shared learning experience. Years 2 & 3 are
characterised by increasing periods of self-
directed study, culminating in Year 4, the
Honours year, which is entirely self-directed.
From Year 2 onwards students identify starting
points for self-directed study through written
statements of intent, which, by Year 4, develop
into artists’ statements. Important professional
skills such as this are embedded into all projects
which are designed to simultaneously develop
technical skills and facilitate the emergence 
of a conceptual direction and personal visual
language. Taught drawing classes in Year 2 
focus on introducing a broad range of drawing
and visualisation techniques. 

Students are also encouraged to explore and
define their own individual approach to drawing.
In Year 3 taught classes are replaced with a
series of drawing seminars in which general
issues surrounding contemporary drawing
practice are discussed, along with more specific
issues generated by the work produced by the
students. In Year 4 students are expected to
have arrived at, and be making use of, a
personal understanding of drawing that is
wholly appropriate to their ideas and 
working methods. 

At Gray’s we produce confident practitioners
who graduate with a meaningful critical
understanding of their own creative practice
whatever the chosen approach to contemporary
sculpture. Graduates are also equipped with 
the professional skills necessary to participate
and contribute positively to the national and
international visual arts arena and beyond.

Other courses at Gray’s

As well as the Fine Art programme at Gray’s the
following courses are also available:

BA (Hons) Design and Craft 
3D Design, Photographic and Electronic Media,
Textiles, Visual Communication

BDes (Hons) Design for Industry 
Product Design, Digital Graphic Design,
Interactive Media and Gaming Design

SCULPTURE / OTHER COURSES AT GRAY’S

08 FINE ART
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WHY CHOOSE RGU?

WHY CHOOSE RGU?
RGU GRADUATES HAVE 
THE HIGHEST GRADUATE
EMPLOYMENT RATE
IN SCOTLAND* AND 
ARE SECOND ONLY TO
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
FOR GRADUATE-TYPE
EMPLOYMENT IN THE UK**

*FINANCIAL TIMES, MAY 2004, 
**THE TIMES GOOD UNIVERSITY GUIDE, MAY 2004

>

WHY CHOOSE RGU?
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The Robert Gordon University is located in the
prosperous city of Aberdeen, Europe’s Energy
Capital and gateway to some of the most
spectacular countryside in the UK.

GOOD EMPLOYERS WANT RGU
GRADUATES

Employers know that when they get an RGU
graduate they are getting someone who can do
the job from day one. At RGU, we focus on your
future by producing the kind of graduates that
employers want. 

AND THE FIGURES PROVE IT. 
98.1% OF RGU GRADUATES GO 
ON TO FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT
OR FURTHER STUDY (HESA 2003), 

and according to the Times Good University
Guide 2004, 87% of RGU graduates go on to
graduate-type employment – these include
lawyers, engineers, accountants and teachers 
as well as high level managerial and technical
positions. And RGU is in good company, being
second only to Cambridge University with
Oxford, Imperial College, King’s College and 
LSE lagging behind.

THE RIGHT MIX
OF THEORY AND PRACTICE

RGU courses are designed so they have the right
mix of theory and practice. Our course content 
is informed by industry practitioners and
specialists to make sure that what you learn is
up-to-date and relevant to your future career.

IT’S UP-TO-DATE

Students have access to some of the best
learning facilities in the UK. There is an
excellent library and computing and information
resources that are fully accessible to all RGU
students. In recent years RGU has invested 
over £60 million in new buildings, including 
a new sports and leisure facility at the 
Garthdee campus.

IT’S FUN

Aberdeen is a student city, with two universities
and a young and vibrant social scene - live
bands, the arts, cafés, a beach and access to
some of the best surfing and snowboarding
areas in the UK.
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